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Concern for dolphins stops seismic tests 

With sick and dead dolphins turning up along Louisiana’s coast, federal regulators are curbing an oil 
and natural gas exploration company from using seismic equipment that sends out underwater pulses 
known to disturb marine mammals. 

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management has told Global Geophysical Services Inc. to not conduct 
deep-penetration seismic surveys until May, when the bottlenose dolphin calving season ends. The 
agency says the surveys are done with air-guns that the emit sounds that could disrupt mother and 
calf bonding and mask “important acoustic cues”. 

The company said it laid off about 30 workers because of the restriction, which it called unnecessary. 

But environmental groups suing BOEM over the use of underwater seismic equipment say restrictions 
should be extended to surveyors across the Gulf of Mexico. 

The new limit on exploration highlights the friction over oil drilling in the Gulf since the April 20, 2010 
blowout of a BP PLC well that resulted in the death of 11 workers and the nation’s largest offshore oil 
spill in the nation’s history. 

After the 2010 spill, the Natural Resources Defence Council and the Centre for Biological Diversity 
sued to get curbs placed on underwater seismic surveys. The environmental groups argued they 
harm marine mammals and that the federal government violated animal protection laws after it 
declared in 2004 that the surveys were safe. 
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The government is in settlement talks with those environmental groups, according to court 
documents. 

“Imagine dynamite going off in your neighbourhood for days, months on end,” said Michael Jasny, a 
senior policy analyst at the NRDC. “That’s the situation these animals are facing.” 

Jasny said the restriction placed on Global Geophysical was a good sign, but far from enough. 

In its ruling, the federal agency said it was concerned that seismic surveys could affect marine 
mammals, and even cause them to lose their hearing. 

Amy Scholik, a fisheries biologist with NOAA, said it was unknown what kind of effects air-guns have 
on bottlenose dolphins, but she said there was concern about possible effects on dolphin calves 
because they are vulnerable to stresses. She added that whales in Alaska have been shown to 
change migration routes because of seismic surveys. 

George Ioup, a physics professor at the University of New Orleans studying the effects of air-guns on 
marine mammals, said the verdict was out on the effects of air-guns on mammals. He said BOEM 
seemed to be ruling “on the side of caution”. 

“Proving there is an effect, I don’t know if that has been done,” he said. “I don’t think the answer is 
overwhelmingly simple.” 

The air-guns are towed at low speeds behind a survey ship and emit high-intensity, low-frequency 
sound waves to find geological layers. Seismic surveying is essential to drillers because they tell 
them where to drill and not drill. 

The government also relies on the seismic data to know where it’s safe to drill and to determine how 
much it should charge for leasing offshore blocks to oil and gas companies. 

Marc Lawrence, Global Geophysical’s vice president in the Gulf region, said the seismic surveys do 
not pose a danger to marine mammals. 

“We see no hazard to them whatsoever,” Lawrence said. As proof, he said dolphins routinely ride 
along with ships when they are conducting surveys. 

He said the restriction covers an area that ranges out to about 20 miles off the Louisiana coast. He 
called BOEM’s restriction unprecedented. His company is searching for overlooked reservoirs in 
areas along the central Louisiana coast: Grand Isle, Timbalier island, the West Delta and south Pelto. 

This is the same area where government scientists say they have found sick and dead dolphins. 

From February 2010, NOAA has reported 180 dolphin strandings in the three parishes that surround 
Barataria Bay – Jefferson, Plaquemines and Lafourche – or about 18 percent of the 1,000 estimated 
dolphins in the bay. 
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Last month, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said it had found 32 dolphins in the 
bay underweight, anaemic and showing signs of liver and lung disease. Nearly half had low levels of 
stress hormones that help with stress response, metabolism and immune function. 

Lori Schwacke, a NOAA scientist, said the dolphins’ hormone problems could not definitely be tied to 
the oil spill but were “consistent with oil exposure”. 

Over the same period of time, NOAA says 714 dolphins and whales have been found stranded from 
the Florida Panhandle to the Texas state line, with 95 percent of those mammals found dead. 
Normally, the region sees 74 reported dolphin deaths a year. 

Environmentalists in Peru are warning that an unprecedented number of dead dolphins are 
washing up on the country’s shores because of the use of deep water sonar systems by the 
shipping industry. 

It follows the discovery of 615 of the mammals in the last few weeks along a 135km stretch of 
coastline. 

As many as 3,000 dead dolphins have been found since the beginning of Peru’s summer. 

 

Veterinarian Carlos Yaipen of the Research and Conservation of Aquatic Animals (ORCA) looks at a 
dead dolphin on the shore of a beach in Lambayeque (Reuters) Read more: 
http://www.3news.co.nz/Deep-water-sonar-blamed-for-mass-dolphin-
deaths/tabid/1160/articleID/249310/Default.aspx#ixzz1rAUk88uM 

Researchers at the Organisation for the Conservation of Aquatic Animals (ORCA), a Peruvian marine 
animal conservation organisation, said that ships using deep water sonar are to blame for the mass 
deaths. 

After studying the corpses of many of the dolphins, it was noticed that they did not bear marks of 
external damage caused by fishing practices or signs of poisoning. 

Instead, researchers found damage in the dolphins’ middle ear bones, which is said to be a sign of 
decompression syndrome. 
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“We have been noting that the animals were suffering from acute decompression syndrome – that is 
to say, a violent death produced by an acoustic boom that disorients the animal and produces 
haemorrhages which cause the animal to end up dying on the beach,” said ORCA director Dr Carlos 
Yaipen. 

The damage is said to come from sonic bursts that are produced by deep water sonar signals 
sometimes used in the search for petroleum. The bursts can damage animals whose communication 
frequencies fall in the same range. 

US federal regulators are curbing an oil and natural gas exploration company from using seismic 
equipment that sends out underwater pulses along Louisiana’s coast until the bottlenose dolphin 
calving season ends. 

ORCA calculates that the phenomenon represents the highest number of beached dolphins recorded 
anywhere in the world in the last decade. 

source;: http://www.3news.co.nz/ 

Biological Hazard in Peru on Friday, 30 March, 2012 at 03:13 (03:13 AM) UTC. 

Hardy Jones, co-founder of BlueVoice.org is reporting that over 600 dolphins have mysteriously 
washed up on the north coast of Peru. Details are still surfacing over a shocking and unexplained 
mortality event (UME), which has claimed the lives of hundreds of dolphins along the Peruvian 
coastline. 

Jones who is currently in Chiclayo investigating the deaths, said he arrived in the country on Tuesday 
in response to an email alert from Dr. Carlos Yaipen Llanos, the Lima-based director of the marine 
mammal rescue organization, ORCA Peru. Yaipen’s email informed Jones that as many as one 
thousand dolphins had possibly stranded themselves on the Peruvian coastline. 

“Lest there be any doubt,” Jones said in a statement today at The Voice of the Dolphins, “stranded 
means dead in virtually all cases.” Jones was already on high alert after rumors described a similar 
event in the same area last month, when media reports claimed 264 bottlenose dolphin had died on a 
66-mile stretch of coastline 500 miles north of Lima. At the time of the event, the dolphin deaths were 
attributed to contaminated anchovies, or the impact of off-shore oil exploration and drilling in the 
region. 

Yet, said Jones, “after some authorities dismissed the report. I backed off the story.” But Yaipen’s 
email announcement disturbed the BlueVoice co-founder: 

“If the numbers were even close to accurate this would be perhaps the greatest dolphin mortality 
event ever recorded. I called Dr. Yaipen. He had a man on the ground north of Chiclayo who 
confirmed large numbers of dolphins stranded along 200 kilometers of the coast.” Jones flew to Peru 
on Tuesday determined he said, to find evidence of the 1,000 dolphins. “We were told the greatest 
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concentration was three hours drive north,” Jones added, but only a few hundred yards into their trip, 
the crew began to spot dead dolphins. Sporadic sightings at first revealed dolphins either in various 
stages of decomposition, or freshly stranded. “All were dead,” Jones said, including, “a new born 
common dolphin, umbilicus still attached.” Yaipen, he added, conducted necropsies on several of the 
dolphins, and took samples for laboratory testing. 

Jones, Yaipen and his assistants, continued to count dolphins until the rising tide forced them of the 
beach. Jones reported the devastating final tally via Facebook: “To date we have found 615 dead 
dolphins on 135 kilometers of beach N of San Jose, Peru. This tragedy is unspeakable. BlueVoice is 
working with Dr. Carlos Yaipen Llanos of ORCA Peru. 

Tissue samples have been obtained and will be analyzed. Never heard of this level of UME. 

This must be investigated.” BlueVoice board of directors member, Jeff Friedman, told Digital Journal 
that Jones has confirmed the “primary species [...] found, was long-beaked common dolphin.” Jones 
and Yaipen are currently in a Lima lab testing samples taken from the dead dolphins. Long-beaked 
common dolphins are usually found in groups averaging from 100-500 animals, but have been 
occasionally seen in larger herds of thousands of individuals. BlueVoice.org hopes to release video, 

images and further information shortly, said Friedman.  

 


