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New Navy study says use of sonar, explosives 
may hurt more marine mammals than once 
thought

Audrey McAvoy/Associated Press - John Van Dame, right, U.S. Pacific Fleet senior environmental planner, and 
Roy Sokolowski, a U.S. Pacific Fleet sonar modeling expert, speak in Honolulu on Thursday, May 10, 2012 about 
the Navy’s new environmental impact statement for training and testing in Hawaii and California waters. The U.S. 
Navy says its training and testing using sonar and explosives could potentially hurt more dolphins and whales in 
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By Associated Press, Published: May 10 | Updated: Friday, May 11, 12:12 AM

HONOLULU — The U.S. Navy may hurt more dolphins and whales by using sonar and 
explosives in Hawaii and California under a more thorough analysis that reflects new 
research and covers naval activities in a wider area than previous studies.

The Navy estimates its use of explosives and sonar may unintentionally cause more than 
1,600 instances of hearing loss or other injury to marine mammals each year, according to a 
draft environmental impact statement that covers training and testing planned from 2014 to 
2019. The Navy calculates the explosives could potentially kill more than 200 marine 
mammals a year.

A notice about the study is due to appear 
Friday in the Federal Register.
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The old Navy analysis — covering 2009-
2013 — estimated the service might 
unintentionally cause injury or death to 
about 100 marine mammals in Hawaii and 
California, although no deaths have been 
reported.

The larger numbers are partially the result 
of the Navy’s use of new research on marine 
mammal behavior and updated computer 
models that predict how sonar affects 
animals.

The Navy also expanded the scope of its 
study to include things like in-port sonar 

testing — something sailors have long done but wasn’t analyzed in the Navy’s last 
environmental impact statement. The analysis covers training and testing in waters between 
Hawaii and California for the first time as well.

“Each time around, each time we swing through this process, we get better, we take a harder 
look, we become more inclusive,” said John Van Name, senior environmental planner at the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet.

The Navy isn’t saying it will injure whales and dolphins as it trains sailors and tests 
equipment. It’s telling the public and environmental regulators that its actions have the 
potential to harm or otherwise prompt a reaction in the animals.

The Navy takes a variety of measures to prevent harm to the animals, including turning off 
sonar when marine mammals are spotted nearby. It says the actual numbers of injured 
animals would be lower as a result.

The Navy must provide the information to the National Marine Fisheries Service to earn a 
permit for its activities. If it didn’t do so and was later found to have harmed marine 
mammals, it would be found in violation of federal environmental law and have to stop its 
training and testing.

Zak Smith, staff attorney at the Natural Resources Defense Council, said he’s encouraged the 
Navy reduced the threshold for the level of sonar it found to affect beaked whales — a 
species that appears to be particularly sensitive to the noise.

The Navy said it changed the threshold because research has shown beaked whales move 
away and otherwise react when exposed to a lower level of sound than earlier studies 
indicated.

“My first glance shows there’s positive steps,” Smith said after he took a quick look at the 
1,800-page document. But he said he would have to look at the details before giving his full 
assessment.

The Navy uses sonar to track enemy submarines, torpedoes, mines and other potential 
threats underwater. Sonar operators send pulses of sound through the ocean and then listen 
for echoes from objects hit by the sound waves.

Scientists say the sound may disrupt the feeding patterns of marine mammals. The sound 
may also startle some species of whales, causing them to surface rapidly.

The Navy will be holding public meetings on the study in Hawaii during the week of June 11 
and in Southern California on June 20.

____

Online:

2996Recommend

Powered by

Updated newspaper stories

Sign-up for e-mail newsletters and alerts and get the news 
you need delivered directly to your inbox.

See all Washington Post Newsletters

National Newsletters

Economy & Business 
News Alerts

Behind the 
Government 
Showdown

National News Alerts

The Most

Today's Headlines & 
Columnists

Enter your e-mail address Subscribe

Post Tech

Deciphering the ones and zeros of tech 
policy with Cecilia Kang.

On Small Business

Examine entrepreneurship and the 
people, policies and businesses that 
make it go.

D.C. Sports Bog

The sports writer offers D.C.-focused 
commentary and features.

See more featured items

Featured Reads

Friends' Activity Most Popular In National

Your Friends’ Most Recent Activity

WP Social Reader 

Sign Up Create an account or log in to see what your 
friends are doing.

View More Activity

Featured Advertiser Links

PLEURAL MESOTHELIOMA? Victims 
can get $$$

Get paid for PAINFUL HIP?

Looking to buy a home? Visit TWP Real Estate section 
for the latest open houses.

Make Your Vanguard Investing More Profitable - Free 
Research Report Reveals Best & Worst Funds

Hide this

Page 2 of 4New Navy study says use of sonar, explosives may hurt more marine mammals than once...

5/12/2012http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/new-study-says-navys-use-...



Sponsored Links
Small Business Solutions
Check out the latest solutions for your business from Verizon Wireless.
Verizonwireless.com/smallbusiness

Map Your Flood Risk
Find Floodplan Maps, Facts, FAQs, Your Flood Risk Profile and More!
www.floodsmart.gov

55yr Old Mom LOOKS 35!
a local mom’s trick to remove 20 yrs of wrinkles for FREE, and it works!
www.ConsumerLifestyleMag.com

Buy a link here

Discussion Policy | FAQ | About Discussions

Type your comment here

About Badges

Sort Comments:  Newest to Oldest

Add your comment

Read what others are saying

Top Comments (0) All Comments (0)

No Top Comments are available at the moment. View all Comments. 

Comments our editors find particularly useful or relevant are displayed in Top Comments, as are comments by 
users with these badges: Post Forum. Replies to those posts appear here, as well as posts by staff writers.

Hawaii and Southern California Training and Testing Study Area: www.hstteis.com

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Comments0

Pause loading new comments

Sponsored Links
Small Business Solutions
Check out the latest solutions for your business from 
Verizon Wireless.
Verizonwireless.com/smallbusiness

Map Your Flood Risk
Find Floodplan Maps, Facts, FAQs, Your Flood Risk 
Profile and More!
www.floodsmart.gov

55yr Old Mom LOOKS 35!
a local mom’s trick to remove 20 yrs of wrinkles for FREE, 
and it works!
www.ConsumerLifestyleMag.com

Buy a link here

Go to The Post's Real Estate

Real Estate

House of the week | The 16th Street 
Heights home used to be a church, 
Chinese consulate.

$1,345,000, 5 bd / 5 bath
Open House: May 13
Washington, DC

$399,999, 4 bd / 4 bath
Open House: May 13
clarksburg, MD

D.C. home that belonged to 'Real Housewife' on 
the market for $1,195,000

Listings

Search by Address, City, Zip, Neighborhood

Top National Stories People Also Read Most Popular Videos

by Taboola

Ann Romney's fishy 
explanation

Hillary Clinton goes dancing 
in Colombia (0:21)

Scientists find link between 
dinosaurs and birds (0:51)

Gingrich and Reagan Video 
Goes Viral. See It Now! 
Newsmax

SPONSORED VIDEO

Politics Opinions Local Sports National World Business Tech Lifestyle Entertainment Photo Video Blogs Classifieds

More ways to get us

Home delivery

Mobile & Apps

Newsletter & Alerts

Washington Post Live

Contact Us

Help & Contact Info

Careers

About Us

The Washington Post 
Company

In the community

Partners

Page 3 of 4New Navy study says use of sonar, explosives may hurt more marine mammals than once...

5/12/2012http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/new-study-says-navys-use-...



RSS

Facebook

Twitter

Social Reader

Reprints & Permissions

Post Store

e-Replica

Archive

Digital Advertising

Newspaper Advertising

PostPoints

Newspaper in Education

washingtonpost.com © 1996-2012 The Washington Post Terms of Service Privacy Policy Submissions and Discussion Policy RSS Terms of Service Ad Choices

Page 4 of 4New Navy study says use of sonar, explosives may hurt more marine mammals than once...

5/12/2012http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/energy-environment/new-study-says-navys-use-...


